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Samuel  EL  2.1

Israel Rejects 
God as King
1 Samuel 8–12

LESSON GOAL 
Students will not be self-ruled but will submit 
to God, who is King. 

LESSON OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to
■ Explain why Israel’s request for a king was sinful.
■ Explain why God was the only king Israel needed.
■ List some of the steps in God’s choosing Saul as king.
■ Describe God’s conditions for blessing Israel and their

new king.

KEY VERSE 
“But you have today rejected your God, who Himself
saved you from all your adversities and your tribulations;
and you have said to Him, ‘No, set a king over us!’ Now
therefore, present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes
and by your clans” (1 Samuel 10:19).

APPLICATION 
■ Examine your heart to see whether God is your King.
■ Trust God and not human wisdom in trying times.
■ Rejoice that God blesses those who submit to His reign. 

NEXT WEEK
Saul Disobeys God
Read 1 Samuel 13:1–14; 15:1–34.
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Materials
Needed
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________

Teacher Planning Sheet
PREPARE
Objectives/Truths to cover this week
❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

Personal Application
As a result of my study in this passage, God wants me to

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

Three ways students need to apply this passage are

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

POINT 
Choose from various ideas to point students to the coming Bible lesson.

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

PROCLAIM
Choose from various ideas to proclaim the Bible lesson.

Presentation Ideas
❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

Praise/Music Ideas
❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

PRACTICE
Choose ideas to help review and apply today’s lesson.

❏ ___________________________________________________________________

❏ ___________________________________________________________________



Bible Background
In 1 Samuel 1–7, God showed His covenant love by acting on behalf of both indi-
vidual Israelites and the entire nation of Israel. The Lord heard the cry of Hannah
and gave her a son, Samuel. The Lord saw the need of the nation Israel and gave
them both the prophetic word and deliverance through the prophet-judge Samuel.
God was committed to the welfare of His people. His care was dramatically
shown in 1 Samuel 7, when He delivered His people from the Philistines.
Throughout the period of the judges, God had been faithful to rescue His people
whenever they called on Him. But when Samuel was an old man, the people of
Israel became tired of trusting in God for deliverance. Israel rejected God’s rule
and wanted instead a king like the other nations. 

Israel Rejects the Lord as King (1 Sam. 8)
First Samuel 8 does not specify whether Samuel erred when he made his sons, Joel
and Abijah, judges over Israel. While Samuel was physically unfit for the office,
being too old, his sons were spiritually unfit. They went after “dishonest gain, took
bribes, and perverted justice” (1 Sam. 8:3). Samuel’s placement of his unworthy
sons as judges provided the elders of Israel an opportunity to ask Samuel to
replace them with a king “like all the nations” (8:5). Samuel was disappointed
with Israel’s request and rightly turned to the Lord (8:6). The Lord’s response to
Samuel indicated that Samuel was “displeased” because Israel had rejected him
as judge when they asked for a king (8:7–8). Although Israel had rejected Samuel
(8:8), the Lord told Samuel that the greater rejection was of God Himself. Israel no
longer wanted God to rule over them (8:7). The Lord told Samuel to give Israel
their king but also to warn them what a king would require from his subjects (8:9).

Although Samuel warned Israel that their king would take their sons, daughters,
land, servants, and animals for himself, and that eventually they would cry out to
God because of the king they had chosen, the people still wanted a king (1 Sam.
8:10–18). Israel’s motivation for rejecting their divine King and wanting a human
king was made explicit in their answer. They responded, “No, but we will have a
king over us, that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge
us and go out before us and fight our battles” (8:19–20). The Lord often had fore-
told that Israel would have a king (Gen. 35:11; 36:31; 49:10; Num. 24:7, 9, 17;
Deut. 17:14). But Israel’s motivation was wrong. Contrary to God’s commands that
they not be like the nations, Israel wanted to be like the nations! Israel’s pride
influenced their decision; they wanted to be able to stand up in comparison to the
heathens on the heathens’ standards. Instead of trusting God to fight for them (Ex.
14:14; Deut. 3:22; Josh. 10:14), Israel wanted to trust in a man to “fight [their]
battles” (1 Sam. 8:20). Israel’s preference for human rule was an expression of their
desire to be independent from God’s rule. 
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PREPARE WITH THE TRUTH
“Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul…
You shall teach them to your children” (Deuteronomy 11:18–19).

Please take time to prepare your mind and heart to accurately handle the truths of
God’s Word (2 Tim. 2:15). Read through the Bible background and study the truths
contained in this lesson. Crucial background information is included here to aid
you in understanding the Scripture. 



The Lord Selects Saul as Israel’s King (1 Sam. 9–11)
Although the Lord authorized Samuel to give the people what they asked (1 Sam.
9:22), He remained sovereign over the situation. Chapters 9–11 reveal how the
Lord controlled the selection of the first king of Israel. Saul was the perfect match
for people who wanted a king like the nations. Saul came from a rich, powerful
family (1 Sam. 9:1; wealth is seen in the family’s donkeys and servants) and was
taller and more handsome than any other Israelite (9:1–2). Unable to find the lost
donkeys, Saul was led by his servant (and the invisible hand of God) to the prophet
Samuel. God had told Samuel the day before (9:15) that a man was coming whom
he was to anoint as the “commander over My people Israel” (9:16). God explained
why He was raising up Saul: “I have looked upon My people, because their cry
has come to Me” (9:16). Even in rebellion, the Israelites were God’s people; God
still heard their cry and was going to deliver them. How unfathomable is God’s
faithfulness and mercy! 

When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord told Samuel that he was the one He had chosen
(1 Sam. 9:17). Saul stayed with Samuel that night. The next morning he anointed
Saul as king (10:1). Samuel gave three signs as proof that Saul had been chosen by
God: at an exact location he would meet two men who would tell him that his
father’s donkeys had been found; he would be given two loaves of bread by three
men on their way to offer a sacrifice; and when he met a group of prophets, the
Lord’s Spirit would prophesy through him (10:2–14). The signs happened as
Samuel had said. Saul knew he was going to be king. 

Samuel gathered all Israel together and again rebuked them for despising God’s
reign. He said, “You have today rejected your God, who Himself saved you from
all your adversities…and you have said to Him, ‘No, set a king over us!’” (1 Sam.
10:19). Although the method is not clear (perhaps by casting lots), Saul somehow
was selected as king over Israel (10:20–21). When he came up missing, the Lord’s
control over the process was exalted as the people asked the Lord where Saul was,
and He told them that Saul was hiding in the luggage (10:22). When tall Saul was
brought in front of the people, Samuel announced him as the one “whom the LORD

has chosen” (10:24). 

The beginning of Saul’s reign also demonstrated the Lord’s choice of him. When
the Ammonites threatened the tribes of Israel east of the Jordan, “the Spirit of God
came upon Saul” (10:5). As He had empowered Gideon, Jephthah, and Samuel,
God’s Spirit empowered Saul. He rallied over 300,000 Israelites who 
subsequently defeated the Ammonites. Saul humbly attributed the victory to the
Lord (11:13). Although there had been some people who were opposed to Saul’s
reign (10:27), all Israel now met to affirm Saul’s kingship and offer sacrifices before
the Lord (11:14–15). 

Samuel Rebukes Israel (1 Sam. 12) 
Although he was “old and grayheaded” (1 Sam. 12:2), Samuel was not ready to
quit his prophetic duties. God had given Israel the king they had asked for, but
Israel had not yet repented of their wickedness in rejecting God. For the glory of
the Lord and the good of Israel, Samuel knew that Israel had to repent of their
rejection of God and submit to His Word.

To prevent anyone from discounting the message he was about to give, Samuel
challenged the people to bring against him any charges of misusing his authority
(1 Sam. 12:2–5). When no one was able to say anything, Samuel began his
message. He reminded the people of God’s ability to deliver them (12:6–12).
Whether Israel was enslaved in Egypt or oppressed by the nations surrounding her
during the times of the judges, the Lord always heard their cries for deliverance
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and answered by raising up deliverers, such as Moses and Samson. But a change
had come across Israel. When the Ammonites threatened them, the people looked
for a human king who would deliver them instead of the Lord (12:12). Now that
God had given Israel their king (12:13), Samuel called the people to fear, obey,
and serve the Lord (12:14). If they and their king obeyed God’s commandments,
they would be blessed with the privilege of continuing to follow Him. If the people
and their king rebelled, God’s hand would be against them (12:15). Having a king
did not mean Israel could disregard God’s law; both king and nation would be
held responsible for their obedience. 

To help Israel perceive their great wickedness (1 Sam. 12:17), Samuel prayed to
God to send thunder and rain on the wheat harvest (12:16–18). Rain not only was
unusual at this time of year, but it also would damage the ripe harvest. The miracle
had its effect on the people. They “greatly feared the LORD and Samuel” (12:18)
and admitted their wickedness: “For we have added to all our sins the evil of
asking a king for ourselves” (12:19). Only after a mighty revelation of God’s power
did the people listen to Samuel’s rebuke.

Samuel had good news for the people after their repentance. Although Israel had
been changed forever and now had a king, God had not changed. He still
expected the same obedience He did before their rejection of Him. The Lord
would “not forsake His people, for His great name’s sake, because it has pleased
the LORD to make [Israel] His people” (1 Sam. 12:22). The Lord chose Israel as His
special people to reveal His glory; He would continue to bless obedience and
punish disobedience to make the greatness of His attributes known. In conclusion,
Samuel called on the people to (1) fear the Lord; (2) serve Him in truth with all
their hearts; and (3) consider what great things He had done for them (12:24). The
positive commands were accompanied by a stern warning. Samuel said, “If you
still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king” (12:25). Israel
may have thought a king would be able to fight against their enemies, but a king
would be impotent against God’s wrath. 

Conclusion 
God often had told Israel that they would have a future king, but Israel wanted a
king for all the wrong reasons. The people hoped that having a king would allow
them to escape from submitting to and depending on God; they wanted to be like
the nations instead of being God’s holy people. Israel’s desire to be independent
did not change God’s sovereign choice of Saul. God even graciously used King
Saul to deliver His people. Although Israel had sinned in their ill-intentioned
request, God did not forsake them. God called both king and people to fear Him,
serve Him, and consider the great things He had done. For Israel to be blessed,
both king and the people needed to obey God (1 Sam. 12:14–15). King Saul’s
downfall becomes even more disastrous in light of such strong warnings.
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Review Questions

Use these questions to review and reinforce key truths.

How did God speak to people in the Old Testament? 
God spoke to people through the law and through prophets.

Whom did God call out to in the night? 
God called out to the boy Samuel.

How many times did God call out to him, and what did He say? 
God called out to Samuel four times. The first three times, Samuel went to Eli
because he thought that Eli had called him. The last time Samuel went to Eli, Eli
told him to answer the voice, “Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears.” Then when
God called out to Samuel the fourth time, Samuel answered the Lord as Eli had
told him to.

Did Samuel tell Eli everything that God had told him? 
Yes, he did, even though it was hard for him to do so because the message was
against Eli’s family.

What is a true prophet? 
A true prophet is one who speaks on behalf of the Lord and whose words never
fail—his message always comes true. Samuel was a true prophet because none
of his words failed (1 Sam. 3:19).

What Is a King?
Most students will know a little about kings, but not many will have a biblical
understanding of what a king should do. Ask the students for some examples of
what a good king would do and what a bad king would do. Explain that God is
the King of kings (1 Tim. 6:15). He places kings in charge of nations or countries
(Rom. 13:1–2). A good king will serve God and His people by making sure that
the people understand and obey God’s law and by protecting and providing for
them. A bad king will be selfish and sinful and will expect to be served rather than
to serve (Luke 22:25). 

A King—Good or Bad?
In today’s lesson, Israel demands a king from Samuel. Although asking for a king
was not wrong in itself, God warned Israel about the dangers of having a king. Like
many other things, a king could bring both good and harm. Bring a number of
objects to class and ask the students whether they are good or bad (knife, medi-
cine, food, stick, money, matches, handcuffs, etc.). These things can be either
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POINT TO THE TRUTH
“Give ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of my mouth”
(Psalm 78:1).

This section includes questions to review last week’s lesson and ideas to prepare
students for this week’s lesson. Choose from the following ideas to point to the
truths of this lesson.



helpful or harmful, depending on who uses them and how they are used. In the
same way, God warned Israel that their kings would ultimately bring them harm
rather than good.

Make Your Choices
Bring in magazine pictures, advertisements, food pictures or wrappers, classified
ads, movie or television listings, video ads, etc. Talk about how we make choices
every day. We choose what we wear, who our friends will be, what things we will
do, how we will spend our free time, how we spend our money, etc. Our parents
often make many choices for us, such as where we will live or go to school, things
we do as a family, and what they will allow us to do. They also make choices for
themselves that affect us, such as what kind of jobs they will have, how they will
raise their children, and what they will plan for the future. Explain that we will learn
about how God wants us to make the right choices. We will hear how the Israelites
continued to want something even though Samuel had told them that it was not
what God wanted for them. What do you think about when you make choices? For
younger students, bring this down to their level (choosing a friend, an activity, what
to eat, a television program, and choosing to obey Mom or Dad). For older
students, you can use some other illustrations.

God’s Warning about a King
Choose a boy from the class to be a bad king. Ask him what he would choose to
have the others do for him. If needed, coach him. Who will wash the dishes?
Who will clean up after him? Who will bring him candy or other items? Ask the
rest of the students whether they would choose this boy as king. The children of
Israel had God as their ruler until they wanted a human king like the other
nations had. When God warned them that the king would oppress them, they still
wanted a king.

Give Us a King
Use this game to illustrate what God promised would happen if Israel demanded
a human king instead of God to rule over them. Explain to the students that God
was ruling the people through a judge, but the people were not satisfied with that.
They wanted to have a king like all the other nations had. God promised them that
if a king were to rule them, their sons, daughters, land, servants, and animals
would be taken away. But they did not care and still wanted the king. Illustrate this
by assigning groups of students to complete tasks such as doing a puzzle or
building a castle with blocks. Have one teacher be the king and take away sons
and daughters (group members) and animals and land (resources such as puzzle
pieces). Afterward, ask the students whether it was difficult to complete the tasks
when their group members and resources were taken away.
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Bible Lesson

Reading of the Text
Read portions of 1 Samuel 13:1–14; 15:1–34.

Introduction
From the time of Moses until Samuel, a human had never ruled the Israelites. They
had leaders such as Moses and Joshua, they had elders, and they had judges. But
most importantly, whether or not they had been obedient, desired it or not, God
always had been their King. He had judged them, led them, and fought for them.
Now the people of Israel wanted a human king like all the nations around them.
Having a king was not sinful in itself. But the Israelites’ desire for a human king
rose out of their rejection of God, and this was sinful.

Leadoff Questions (LOQs) 

LOQ: How were the people of Israel different from all the nations around them?
Answer: All the nations around Israel had human kings. Israel did not.

LOQ: Since Israel did not have a king, who ruled the people?
Answer: Even though Israel did not have a human king, they did have a king. God
was their King. Although God was not physically present, He had special people
doing what He wanted them to do. For example, Moses was a leader of Israel, but
he was not a king. Joshua was a leader of Israel, but he was not a king. In the book
of Judges, we can see that God raised up judges, not kings, to deliver His people
from Israel’s enemies. Samuel was both a prophet and a judge. He helped lead
Israel, but he was not a king, either.

LOQ: What reasons did the people of Israel give Samuel for wanting a king?
Answer: The people said that because Samuel was old, and his two sons did not
walk in the same way that he did (obedient to the Lord, just before all the people),
they wanted a king. The people wanted a king to judge them as the kings of other
nations did for their people (1 Sam. 8:5).

LOQ: Specifically, what did the people want the king to do for them?
Answer: The people wanted a king to judge them, lead them, and fight their battles
for them (1 Sam. 8:5, 20).
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PROCLAIM THE TRUTH
“Telling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and His strength and
His wonderful works that He has done” (Psalm 78:4).

This section includes the Bible lesson, lesson questions, and praise and worship
ideas. Song suggestions are included that you can use to proclaim your worship
to God. Use the lesson questions to check the students’ understanding. This
section also includes various presentation ideas to use during the teaching time.
Read the Bible passage several times before you read these pages. All teaching
should be done directly from the Bible.  



LOQ: Who had been judging Israel, leading Israel, and fighting Israel’s battles?
Answer: God had been doing these things! Everything that the people wanted a
human king to do for them, God already was doing. For example, God provided
judges to judge Israel. God provided leaders such as Moses and Joshua. When the
Israelites were leaving Egypt, it was God who fought for them (Ex. 14:14). When
the Israelites were doing battle with the people in the land, it was God who fought
for them (Josh. 10:14).

LOQ: Was God a good or a bad king for Israel?
Answer: Since God is perfect, He was the perfect king for Israel. No man could do
a better job of being a king than God.

LOQ: Why did the people want a human king instead of God?
Answer: The people did not want God to be their king because they did not want
to do what He said and follow Him with all their hearts. The people wanted to be
like all the other nations and do what the other nations were doing. They did not
want to be a special people for God.

LOQ: What did Samuel say would happen if they had a king?
Answer: Samuel told the people that it would cost a lot to have a king.

LOQ: In 1 Samuel 8:10–17, the Bible uses a group of three words many times to
describe what a king would do. What are those words?
Answer: The group of three words that describe what a king would do is “he will
take.” A king would need an army (8:11), workers (8:12; “he will appoint”),
perfumers, cooks, and bakers (8:13), land (8:14), food and drink (8:15), servants
(8:16), and animals (8:17). And all the people would have to serve the king. The
king would not have to ask for anything; he would simply take what he wanted,
no matter what anyone said.

LOQ: Even though God warned them what would happen if they had a human
king, what did the Israelites answer?
Answer: The people did not listen to Samuel. They did not care about what it would
cost. Instead of having God as their king, the people wanted a human king.

LOQ: What did God do for the people because of their request?
Answer: God gave the people what they were asking for, a king. 

LOQ: How did God go about giving them this king?
Answer: God led a man named Saul to the home of Samuel. God told Samuel that
Saul was the one chosen to be king over Israel. Samuel anointed Saul and gave
him a sign so he would know that what he said was true. 

LOQ: What was unique about Saul?
Answer: Saul was a head taller than everyone and very handsome. He looked like
the perfect person to be king. 

LOQ: After Samuel presented Saul as king, what did he tell the people?
Answer: Samuel rebuked the people for their wickedness. They were rejecting
God as their king by asking for a human king. Then Samuel prayed for rain and
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thunder, and it damaged the harvest (1 Sam. 12:16–18). This caused the people to
greatly fear God and repent of their sin. 

LOQ: What three things did Samuel call the people to do? 
Answer: (1) Fear the Lord, (2) serve Him in truth with all their hearts, and 
(3) consider what great things He had done for them (1 Sam. 12:24).

LOQ: What would be the consequence if they did not obey?
Answer: Samuel said to them, “If you do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both
you and your king” (1 Sam. 12:25).

Summary 
When the Israelites looked at the nations that were around them, they saw that
each of them had a human king. The Israelites wanted their own king just like the
other nations. But God was their king. Of course, He was more powerful, richer,
and greater than any human king. But He also required the people to be obedient
to Him. Even though it would cost them a lot, they were willing to give up much
of what they owned if only they had another king instead of God.

Application 
Instead of honoring God as king in our lives, we make the things of this world
king. We want to do whatever we want and ignore God. But God must be king. If
God isn’t our King and Savior, we will die without Him and go to hell. Rejecting
God as ruler in our lives is foolish, and no one who rejects Him can have eternal
life. That is a big price to pay for rejecting God.

Presentation Ideas

A Beka Book Flash-A-Cards
Use appropriate A Beka Book Flash-A-Cards with the lesson.

Betty Lukens Flannelgraph
Use appropriate flannelgraph pieces with the lesson.

Three Signs of Kingship
Materials: three 3x5 index cards and three wooden craft sticks per student,
crayons, masking tape

Directions: Pass out the materials to the students. Explain the three signs Samuel
gave to prove that God had chosen Saul as the first king of Israel. Instruct the
students to draw a picture of these prophecies on each index card. Tape the craft
sticks to the index cards to make three signs. Ask the students to hold up the
correct sign when they hear the prophecy being fulfilled just as spoken by Samuel
during the lesson.

Three Signs of Kingship

1. Saul would meet two men at an exact location; they would tell him that his
father’s donkeys had been found (1 Sam. 10:2). Draw two men with donkeys.

2. Saul would receive two loaves of bread from three men on their way to offer
a sacrifice (1 Sam. 10:3–4). Draw three men and two loaves of bread.

3. Saul would meet a group of prophets, and the Lord’s Spirit would prophesy
through him (1 Sam. 10:5–6, 9–13). Draw Saul speaking to a group of men.

Israel Rejects 
God as King

©
 2006 G

race C
om

m
unity C

hurch. Reproduction prohibited.

2.10 Samuel  EL  



Steps to Becoming King
Draw a staircase with five steps on the board. Draw a stick person at the bottom
of the staircase to represent Saul. Record each step Saul took to become king
beside the steps as you go. Erase Saul and draw him on the next step up each time
you cover the appropriate section of the lesson. Once Saul reaches the fifth and
final step, draw him with a crown on top of his head.

5. Saul was announced as king of Israel (10:24).

4. Samuel gave three signs as proof that Saul was chosen as king (10:2–14).

3. Samuel anointed Saul as king (10:1).

2. God told Samuel that Saul was the one He had chosen to be king (9:17).

1. God led Saul to Samuel’s house while looking for lost donkeys (9:15).

Significant Repetitions—“He Will Take!”
Read 1 Samuel 8:10–17 to the students. Direct them to listen for a three-word
phrase that is repeated over and over again to show the behavior of the king. After
the students discover the phrase “he will take,” make a list on the board of the
things the king will take and for what purpose.

He will take…

• Your sons (v. 11)

• Your daughters (v. 13)

• The best of your fields, vineyards, and olive groves (v. 14)

• A tenth of your grain (v. 15)

• Your male and female servants (v. 16)

• Your finest young men (v. 16)

• Your donkeys (v. 16)

• A tenth of your sheep (v. 17)

For this purpose…

• To drive chariots, be his horsemen, and run before chariots (v. 11)

• To be perfumers, cooks, and bakers (v. 13)

• To give them to his servants (v. 15)

• To put them to his work (v. 16)

• To put them to his work (v. 16)

• To put them to his work (v. 16)

• You will be his servants (v. 17)

After charting the king’s behavior on the board, lead the class in a discussion of
whether it was wise for Israel to continue to ask for a king. Use these as examples
of the Israelites’ stubborn hearts, which led them to want a sinful human king to
rule over them rather than our perfect, loving God.

Saul Stands out in a Crowd
Have one teacher sit in the middle of the students during the lesson. When it
comes time to describe God choosing Saul in 1 Samuel 9:2, have the students stand
up and the teacher stand up in the middle. Wow! He really stands out in a crowd.
The point to remember is that God is the one who chose Saul.
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God versus a Human King
Make two different kinds of crowns, one elaborately decorated and one made
from plain paper with marks and tears on it. Begin the story by wearing the gold
crown, and explain to the students that Israel had no human king because God
was their king. Review some of the ways God had protected and provided for
Israel. As you go through the lesson, explain that Israel rejected God as their king
and chose rather to have a human king. Put on the poorly made crown, and
explain that even the best human king could not rule as well as God had.

Objects of a King
Make use of objects to teach about some of the functions of a king. As the lesson
progresses, a student can be called up to hold one or more of the objects. A
crown, robe, scepter, Bible, sword, shield, money, treasure, picture of horses,
food, etc., can all be used as you explain God’s warning to Israel.         

Praise and Worship
Cares Chorus

Change My Heart, Oh God

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

I Love You, Lord

O Worship the King

Rejoice in the Lord Always

Trust and Obey

“God Is King” Crown
Give each student a crown made of construction paper or bulletin-board borders.
Write the words, “God is King!” on the crowns. Have students color and decorate
them with sequins or tinfoil. If space allows, also print, “Fear Him, Serve Him,
Thank Him,” and 1 Samuel 12:24.

Steps to Saul’s Becoming King Step-Book
Materials: colored paper (five different colors), stapler, scissors, crayons

Directions: Before class, photocopy each page of the step-book on a different
color of paper (Note: the first two pages are doubled up to save paper, which
means that one photocopy will serve two students). Each student needs one
complete set of pages. During class, pass out the pages, and instruct the students
to cut each page out around the outside border. Model how to line up the pages
properly so the title shows on the bottom of each page. Instruct students to staple
the pages together with three staples across the top. Allow time for students to
draw and color pictures on each page to illustrate what is written in the verses.
Suggestions for drawings are listed below. Students who are not able to finish in
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PRACTICE THE TRUTH
“That they may set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep
His commandments” (Psalm 78:7).

Choose ideas from this section to review and apply the truths of the Bible lesson.

Israel Rejects 
God as King



the allotted time should be encouraged to continue drawing during the week at
home. Ask students to bring back their step-books the following week, and plan
time to share the step-books in groups at the beginning of class. Review the five
steps to Saul’s becoming king, using the passage references on each page of the
step-book.

Variation: For younger students, select one simple picture to draw on each
page of the book. Draw the picture on the board as the students draw it on the
correct page.

Drawing Suggestions

Arrived (1 Sam. 9:1–14): Saul looking for lost donkeys; path through mountains
and city on a hill; shekel of silver; women drawing water; Samuel going to bless
the sacrifice
Appointed (1 Sam. 9:15–27): clock; Saul meeting Samuel at the gate; Saul and
Samuel eating at the high place; lost donkeys found; Samuel speaking to Saul on
top of a house
Anointed (1 Sam. 10:1): Samuel pouring oil from a flask on Saul’s head and kissing
him
Affirmed (1 Sam. 10:2–16): three signs of proof that Saul was chosen as king: (1)
two men finding lost donkeys, (2) three men: one carrying three goats, one
carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a skin of wine, giving two
loaves of bread to Saul, and (3) group of prophets with instruments; Saul proph-
esying
Announced (1 Sam. 10:17–27): Samuel assembling the tribes of Israel; Saul hiding
among the equipment; tall Saul standing amidst shorter people; people shouting,
“Long live the king!”

Who Is Your King?
Materials: copies of the “Who Is Your King?” craft pages, glue sticks, brads, crayons

Directions: Give each student a copy of the “Who Is Your King?” base sheet (page
2.15), a boy or girl figure (page 2.19), and an arrow (page 2.17). Instruct the
students to color and cut out the boy or girl figure and then glue it to the center of
the base sheet. Then they should cut out the arrow and use a brad to attach it to
the boy or girl, so that it can point to either "You" or "God." (Younger students may
need help positioning the brad correctly.) Instruct the students to move the arrow
so that it points to “God.”

What the King Takes
Use the “What the King Takes” page to illustrate what God promised that the king
would take from Israel. Give each student a copy of the page, and instruct them
to draw what the events may have looked like.

“Israel Rejects God as King”
Use this work sheet to reinforce the key truths of today’s lesson. The work sheet is
located at the back of the lesson.

Journal Page: “God’s Perfect Plans”
Give each student a copy of the journal page at the back of this lesson. The
students can complete the page individually, in small groups, or at home.

Coloring Sheets
Give each student copies of the coloring sheets at the back of the lesson. Students
can color the pages in class or at home.

Israel Rejects 
God as King
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MEMORY VERSE
“Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory” (Psalm 24:10).

Memory Verse Relay
On the top of a whiteboard or chalkboard, write today’s memory verse. Divide the
students into two teams and line them up on the other side of the room. Provide
them with a marker or chalk. When you say, “Go,” one student from each team
should run to the board and write one word from the memory verse. He then
returns to the line, hands the marker to the next person, and the whole team must
recite the words that have been written by their team. Then, the next person goes
to the board, writes the next word, returns to the line where everyone recites the
written words, and so on until the entire verse is complete. Provide candy for the
quickest team. 

Memory Verse Review 
Write the words of the memory verse on cards and scramble them. Have the
students work in teams to assemble the verse as quickly as they can. 

Israel Rejects 
God as King
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Who Is Your King?
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Name 

True or False: The people trusted God to lead them, judge them, and to fight 

their battles. 

First Samuel 8:7 tells us that Israel rejected as their king.

The Israelites wanted a human king to be like all the other , for the king 

to , and to their battles (1 Sam. 8:20).

Whom did the Lord choose for Israel’s human king? 

Samuel told the people that they had done by asking for a king 

(1 Sam. 12:17).

True or False: The people recognized their sin and repented. 

In 1 Samuel 12:20, Samuel told the people to the with 

all their . 

1  S a m u e l  8 – 1 2

1.

2.

3.

Rejects
as KingGod

Israel

4.

7.

5.

6.
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W
hen you m

ake choices that are not pleasing to C
hrist, you are

saying by your choices that you have a “better idea,“ and you
are refusing G

od’s right to rule over you. C
hrist w

ants to rule in
your heart. In 1 Peter 3:15, you are told to sanctify C

hrist in your
heart. That is, let H

im
 be exalted as Lord and ruler of your life. 

Is C
hrist ruling in your heart?

H
ow

 do you know
 if C

hrist is ruling in your heart?

____________________________________________________________

W
hen you choose your ow

n w
ay over G

od’s w
ay, it is called sin,

but if you
are sorry for your sins and confess them

, C
hrist w

ill

____________________________________________________________

Iam
 glad that C

hrist has forgiven m
y sins and rules in m

y
heart if I have trusted in H

im
 as m

y Savior, because

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

PR
AY

ER
A

re you thankful that C
hrist rules your life w

ith H
is righteous-

ness? Tell H
im

. H
e is good and kind and leads you in H

is perfect
w

ays. A
sk H

im
 to help you obey and be subm

issive to H
is w

ill. 

W
hen you m

ake choices that are not pleasing to C
hrist, you are

saying by your choices that you have a “better idea,“ and you
are refusing G

od’s right to rule over you. C
hrist w

ants to rule in
your heart. In 1 Peter 3:15, you are told to sanctify C

hrist in your
heart. That is, let H

im
 be exalted as Lord and ruler of your life. 

Is C
hrist ruling in your heart?

H
ow

 do you know
 if C

hrist is ruling in your heart?

____________________________________________________________

W
hen you choose your ow

n w
ay over G

od’s w
ay, it is called sin,

but if you
are sorry for your sins and confess them

, C
hrist w

ill

____________________________________________________________

Iam
 glad that C

hrist has forgiven m
y sins and rules in m

y
heart if I have trusted in H

im
 as m

y Savior, because

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

PR
AY

ER
A

re you thankful that C
hrist rules your life w

ith H
is righteous-

ness? Tell H
im

. H
e is good and kind and leads you in H

is perfect
w

ays. A
sk H

im
 to help you obey and be subm

issive to H
is w

ill. 
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“Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed him and said:
‘Is it not because the LORD has anointed you commander over His inheritance?’” 

(1 Samuel 10:1). 
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Samuel  EL  2.33

“And Samuel said to all the people, ‘Do you see him whom the LORD has chosen, 
that there is no one like him among all the people?’ So all the people shouted 

and said, ‘Long live the king!’” (1 Samuel 10:24).





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




